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STUDENT’S FULL NAME  _______________________________________________

NAME STUDENT GOES BY ______________________________________________

STUDENT’S MAILING ADDRESS ___________________________________________

STUDENT’S 911 ADDRESS  ______________________________________________

PARENT(S) OR LEGAL GUARDIAN  _________________________________________

NAME CENTRAL EPA BILL IS LISTED IN  ______________________________________   

ACCOUNT NUMBER  _________________________________________________

DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER  _____________________________________________

ALTERNATE NUMBER  ________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS  ___________________________________________________  

SCHOOL  _______________________________________________ 11TH GRADE

STUDENT’S SHIRT SIZE  _______________________________________________

STUDENT SIGNATURE  ________________________________________________

PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN SIGNATURE  ______________________________________

PLEASE LIST ANY SCHOOL AND 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES/MEMBERSHIPS 
AND LEADERSHIP POSITIONS:

PLEASE LIST ANY AWARDS OR SPECIAL RECOGNITION:

WHAT ARE YOUR COLLEGE AND CAREER GOALS?

WHAT ARE TWO CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD LEADER AND WHY?

Are you currently a high school junior and your
parent(s) or legal guardian receives electric service
from Central Electric Power Association? If so, you
are eligible to apply to represent Central Electric
Power Association in the Electric Power
Associations of Mississippi Youth Leadership
Workshop February 27 – March 1, 2013 and the
NRECA Washington, DC, Youth Tour June 15-21,
2013.

GUIDELINES:
1. Applicant must be a high school junior (11th
grade) whose parent(s) or legal guardian receives
electric service from Central Electric Power
Association.
2. The top fifteen (15) applicants will be selected
by an independent panel of judges to participate
in an interview process for the selection of two (2)
winners who will represent Central Electric Power

Association in the Youth Leadership Workshop in 
Jackson, MS and the NRECA Youth Tour in
Washington, DC.
3. Winners will be notified by Monday, November
12, 2012.
4. If selected, student must commit to attend
both the Leadership Workshop February 27-March
1, 2013 in Jackson, MS and the NRECA Youth Tour
June 15-21, 2013 in Washington, DC.

5. Application must be postmarked by
Wednesday, October 17, 2012. 
Please mail to:

Youth Leadership Program
Central Electric Power Association
Post Office Box 477
Carthage, MS  39051

PLEASE COMPLETE THE APPLICATION BELOW AND RETURN TO CENTRAL ELECTRIC POWER ASSOCIATION:

Youth Leadership Program: Apply now!

By Abby Berry
“I will never forget it. Seventeen years up

in flames. But with every setback, there’s a
silver lining.”  - Sharon Grimes

Sharon Grimes, owner of Dirt Roads
Pottery in Carthage, recalls the day her
family’s store, Lofton’s Flowers and Gifts,
burned to the ground. She operated
Lofton’s for 17 years before it burned in
June 2010. 

The silver lining would be the fact that
she was forced to do something different.
Something new. Something she loved.

Grimes had taken one art class in col-
lege, but had always been interested in
making pottery.  But as we all know, life
goes on. So she worked hard to manage
Lofton’s, putting her artistic desires on the
backburner. 

But now Grimes had the task of creat-
ing a new business. She began watching
pottery making videos on YouTube.com,
taking in as much knowledge as she could.
In 2010, she started her business, 

Dirt Roads Pottery.
Grimes does not follow the traditional

methods of making pottery, such as use of
a wheel or a mold. She prefers hand-
building, or free forming, the clay from

one flat piece. This gives her the freedom
to shape the clay any way she wishes. 

“I like imperfection,” said Grimes.
“Which is why I don’t use a wheel or any
molds when making my pottery. Even

though they are very similar, no
two pieces ever turn

out exactly the
same. And I like
that.”
Grimes usu-

ally orders
around 2,000

pounds of clay per

month. She has it
shipped from Laguna,
Calif., directly to her studio in
Carthage. The clay she uses is oven- and
dishwasher-safe, and is also certified non-
toxic. 

Another unique characteristic to
Grimes’ work is her use of color. She usu-
ally mixes her own glazes to create finishes
that are unlike any other. She has 12 main
color schemes, each available for viewing
on her website. Some of her more popular
finishes are antique turquoise, mocha
cream, red oasis and lime swirl. The glazes
she creates are made
from all organic com-
pounds and shipped
from Canada.

Many of Grimes’
pieces are textured.
This can be done by
using different materi-
als such as lace, pine
combs and pine straw.
“I like adding texture to
the pottery because it
gives it something dif-
ferent,” explained
Grimes. 

Grimes keeps a large
collection of pottery on
hand at her studio in Carthage. But dur-
ing the holiday season, she can barely keep
the shelves stocked. She shows her work at
the Canton Flea Market in Canton and at

the Square Affair
in Carthage, but other

than that, she is in her studio
creating new pieces. Her studio is open to
the public Monday through Friday from
10 a.m. until 6 p.m., and Saturdays from
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 

“Last year, at the Canton Flea Market,
I completely sold out,” Grimes said laugh-
ing. “I present quality work, and what’s
best, I offer fair prices.”
And she’s not lying about the prices.
Grimes sells her pottery at wholesale
prices, saving her customers the expense of

retail mark-ups.
Since no other
stores carry her
products, there’s no
need to mark the
prices up. Which
explains why her
work is in high
demand. 

Her collection
includes cookware,
jewelry, ornaments
and other pieces.

For more infor-
mation about Dirt
Roads Pottery,

please call Sharon
Grimes at 601-298-2000, or visit her web-
site at www.dirtroadspottery.com

Sharon Grimes is a member of Central
Electric Power Association.
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